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Joseph F. Snee, Jr.

◦ Snee, Lutche, Helmlinger & Spielberger P.A.
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◦ Bel Air, MD 21014

◦ (410) 893-7500

◦ jsnee@slhslaw.com
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Methyl Tertiary-
Butyl Ether (MTBE)

◦ MTBE is a chemical compound made from 

a chemical reaction of methanol and 

isobutylene. 

◦ MTBE WAS produced in very large quantities 

and WAS used almost exclusively as a fuel 

additive in gasoline. 

◦ At room temperature, MTBE is a volatile, 

flammable, colorless liquid that dissolves 

easily in water.
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History of 
MTBE

◦ In 2008, an MTBE Task Force was established by 

the Harford County Council to determine if 

MTBE was currently being used as a gasoline 

fuel additive.  

◦ The MTBE Task Force produced a 

Memorandum in Support of the Findings and 

Recommendations of the MTBE and Gasoline 

Storage Task Force on June 3, 2008.   

◦ Their findings concluded MTBE was not being 

used as a gasoline fuel additive in Harford 

County.  Physical testing of storage depots and 

retail distributors verified MTBE has not been 

present in gasoline sold in Maryland since 

January 2007.
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Maryland 
UST 

Installation 
Regulations: 

Post-2006

MTBE phased out by industry in 2006

USTs installed to meet all applicable requirements 

– Code of Maryland Regulation (COMAR) 

26.10.10 - Oil Pollution and Tank Management

New Maryland UST regulations post-2006: 

◦ Double-walled tanks and piping (all product, 

vapor and vent lines) 

◦ Containment system at both tank top and product 

dispenser

◦ Use of interstitial monitoring 

◦ Installation by MDE-certified UST technician 

◦ Inspection by MDE-certified inspector w/in 6 

months of install

◦ Testing of the secondary portion of piping prior to 

use and every 5 years thereafter

10

PRESENTATION BY MARIE TREIBER



High Risk 
Groundwater 

Use Area 
(HRGUA) –

New UST 
Installation

HRGUA designated by MDE for protection of 

groundwater – Baltimore, Harford, Cecil, Carroll, 

and Frederick Counties

Additional UST installation regulations for HRGUA 

counties:

◦ Test system for vapor leaks prior to start-up

◦ Use interstitial monitoring

◦ Implement one of the following:

◦ Install three groundwater monitoring wells

◦ Install a pressure control device; or 

◦ Install a Soil Vapor Extraction System

◦ Install four tank field monitoring pipes (for system 

with > 2,000 gal capacity or multiple USTs in 

excavation – connect to allow for future soil vapor 

extraction system)
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High Risk 
Groundwater 

Use Area 
(HRGUA) –
UST Testing 

Within 30 days of new UST installation (yearly after 

install)

◦ Sample all monitoring wells and the site water 

supply well

◦ Test all spill catch basins for leaks

◦ Test containment sumps for leaks (every 5 years 

after)
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State of 
Maryland –

Release 
Reporting 

Suspected releases from USTs  and surface spill 

reported to MDE within 2 hours

◦ presence of free product/vapors in soils, 

basements, sewer and utility lines, and/or nearby 

surface water 

◦ Unusual operating conditions of UST system

◦ Monitoring results from a release detection 

method required under COMAR 26.10.05.02 and 

.03 indicating potential release

◦ Surface spills
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Product Overview

Petroleum Market Tanks

– Double-wall design

– Dry or hydrostatic monitoring 

options
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DESIGN FEATURES / 
CONSIDERATIONS
Strong, robust design based on –

◦ Geometry – circumferential ribs, dome ends

◦ Materials selection – resin and glass are limited to UL/ULC 

tested materials only 

◦ Materials application – unique molding application 

creates an integral, high profile rib

◦ Parabeam – unique, proprietary glass fabric bonds the 

primary and secondary walls together for added 

strength

◦ 360 Containment – full circumferential secondary 

containment of the primary tank.  No single-wall “300 

degree containment strip” along the top centerline.
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Compatibility and 
Warranty

– Compatible with all ethanol and 

methanol blends

– 30-year warranty against internal and 

external corrosion and structural failure
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Compatibility and Warranty Conclusion

Warranty

◦ 30 years for internal and external 
corrosion, and for structural failure

◦ UL/ULC listed

◦ UL/ULC listed with extensive compatibility 
testing, including ethanol and methanol 
fuels
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Thank you!
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